
STEM CLUB
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR IN LIBRARY/MEDIA TECH 
 

FIRST In addition to teaching them to search

independently for books, how to sit still and

listen, as well as enjoy a great story, the major

feat for the beginning, (and to the end of the

year!) is SIGNING INTO THE CHROMEBOOKS!

They are doing so much better than the

beginning of the year! I’m proud of our

budding computer programmers..We will be

researching the appropriate holidays on

Pebble Go, as well as using that paid

subscription to embark on our “Favorite

animal” slide presentations in the next few

months. Incidentally, use that PebbleGo

subscription while we have it. It is expensive

and I doubt the district will be able for it

during this budget shortfall. Username:

midway1  password: school Encourage parents

to let their kids use it at home, too!

 

SECOND graders are adept at signing in, so we
have been able to step up both their technology
use. We have been working on copy/paste (ctrl
c/ ctrl v) and trackpad through our decorate a 
 

What We Did/What We're Doing
(first quarter 2020)
 

3:20-4:15 pm Mondays & Wednesdays
Session 1: Grades 3 & 4 

1/6/20, 1/8, 1/13, 1/15 1/22, 1/27, 1/29, 2/1

pumpkin, turkey, snowman and Christmas Tree
activities which also include a writing
element. They are most likely to play librarian or at
least host independent read-alouds in my chair or
on the benches which is my favorite thing, (along
with buddy reading) IN THE WORLD (Reading
aloud with weird voices being number 2). We’ll be
learning to code the Dash and Dot as well as finch
robots and studying point of view (to support 2nd
grade ELA)
 
THIRD graders, as they have the hour-long sessions,
have been trying some things I would normally wait
until 4th, which has both given them an
opportunity to expand, and struggle. For example,
chromebook formatting skill-building, and using
Google Classroom to access lessons. I’m giving them
rudimentary lessons on Digital Citizenship and our
next challenging lesson will be on circuits using
snap circuit. I’ll be allowing them access to Dash and
Dot and FInch robots, as well!
 
FOURTH graders have been immersed in the multi-
faceted subject of Digital CItizenship. So far we’ve 



KELLY MILNER

HALLS
 
 

Local Author

visit! 

Committed to the heatlh and
future of animals, and a
fascination with science, Spokane
author Kelly Milner Hall's stories
are well-researched and based on
rare mammals, dinosaurs and
other fantastical beasts with
fascinating back stories! She will be
spending time  with our students
on the morning of January 16th
(leading up to the night's activities)
talking about the craft of writing
and storytelling!  We will be having
Kelly present 30-45 mins in the
grade level pods and will structure
so you don't miss WIN times! We
have nearly a dozen of her books
in our Midway library and I know
you'll enjoy her visit! (sponsored by
our wonderfu;l PTO) 

P A G E  0 2

Kelly's Amazon page

Thanks!
To the teacher teams for going all-in with our

arctic/woodland study and overall chilly theme for
the Cozy Up to Reading night! It will be so fun. 

(cont) covered cyberbulling, and the importance and impact of being upstanders, digital footprint, personal
information,COPPA (Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act), the importance of being Media Literate (they won’t be
able to tell you what that means, but they have been trained. Just ask if they should believe what they see on TV :)
We’re heading into Fake News and evaluating Website credibility.
 
FIFTH graders have spent the majority of their time creating comic strips about some aspect of Cyberbullying. We used a
program called Pixton (I’ll demonstrate it for you) and they have loved it. Some of them really got into it, and created
some impressive concepts. Some of them got into the creation of the scenes but don’t really deeply understand the
concepts, which gives me a direction to teach a little more digital citizenship before they leave for middle school where
there is NO MORE TEACHING ABOUT DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP! AAh. We also did a webquest on Christmas celebrating
around the world, created word clouds and explored media literacy. We’ll be working on a Design Challenge (forced
teamwork! Woo!) this quarter.

https://www.amazon.com/Kelly-Milner-Halls/e/B000APA4OW%3Fref=dbs_a_mng_rwt_scns_share

